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!
Jesus the Healer: !
Background Information!

!

Bible Texts:!
Matthew 8:5-13 - The Centurion's Slave !
Mark 2:1-12 - The Paralytic Lowered through the Roof !
Luke 17 - The Ten Lepers!
John 9:1-12 - The Blind Man!

!

Rotation Objectives:!
At the end of the rotation, the students will:
• Be able to identify Matthew, Mark, Luke and John as the four Gospels!
and know they are where we find the stories about Jesus.
• Be able to locate and read the texts of the healing stories presented. !
• Be able to tell at least one healing story to others.
• Know that Jesus chose to heal these particular people to show he had!
God’s power to heal and forgive - make whole.
• Understand we show our faith in God by helping and praying for others. !
• Know that Jesus is someone to whom you take your friends, even if there are
obstacles.!
• Know that God can make a difference in the life of a friend. !
• Be able to repeat the memory verses. James 5:16a and Matthew 7:7!
!
Concepts:
1) All authority is given to Jesus - even the authority to heal.!

!2) When we pray to Jesus for healing: !
!
!
!
!

• We pray with open hands - Take this illness and use it to your glory.!
!
• Jesus will give us what we need: !
!
!
• Healing or!
!
!
• The ability to live with our illness.!

!3) We pray that Jesus will help us to trust him.
• We can trust ourselves to him. !
• Jesus will be faithful to us. !

!4) Jesus doesn’t heal everyone in the way they would like, but promises never to leave
! !

us. His word is more powerful than illness and even death itself. So we trust his
wisdom. !

!5) People had already seen Jesus heal. He didn’t heal everyone but he healed a lot of
people. Jesus obviously had God’s power to heal. Now Jesus was trying to teach
everyone that he had God’s power, God’s authority, to forgive sins. That’s important
for us to understand because Jesus came to Earth so our sins could be forgiven too. !
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!
!

Memory Verses: !

“Therefore confess your sins to one another,!
and pray for one another, !
so that you may be healed.” James 5:16a NRSV!

!

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; !
knock and the door will be opened to you.” !
Matthew 7:7 NIV	


!

!
!
!

Organization of the Bible Review:!
Please review this information with each class.!
The Bible is divided into two major sections, what are they? (Old and New Testament)!
Why is the Bible divided that way? (Old Testament are stories from before Jesus’ birth –
Jesus learned these stories when he was a child; New Testament was written after
Jesus was on earth)!
Where in the Bible would we read about Jesus healing people, in the Old Testament or
the New Testament? (new)!
What are the first four books of the New Testament? (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)!
What do we call those first four books? (the Gospels)!

!

Say: The word Gospel means “good news.” In the Gospels Jesus teaches us the good
news about God’s love. There are four Gospels. Different people wrote the four
Gospels. Sometimes they tell the same story; sometimes the stories are slightly
different.!

!

Remind them about the quick way to find the New Testament: dividing the Bible in half
gets them near Psalms in the OT. Dividing the back half in half again gets them near the
beginning of the NT. Assist the children in finding the healing story for this workshop.!

!

Point out that the book name is at the top of each page. Some of the children may
confuse chapters and verses. Show them that chapter numbers are the larger ones.!

!
!
!
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The Paralytic Mark 2:1-12 !
Background Information!
Posted by Neil MacQueen on 4/6/01: www.rotation.org!

!

The story of the paralytic being brought by four friends and healed by Jesus can be
found in three of the four Gospels: Matthew 9:2-8, Mark 2:1-22, and Luke 5:17-26.!
Matthew's account leaves out the roof destruction. !
Mark's account identifies the location as Capernaum. !
Luke's account is very similar to the Mark account.!

!
!

Main Lesson Objective:!
"Jesus is someone we do bring our friends to." There isn’t a friend who doesn’t have a
need. We can bring them in prayer.!

!

Secondary Lesson Objective:!
"Jesus challenged beliefs that were wrong."
People who are sick or crippled are not that
way because God wants them to be that way,
or because they are being punished. The
religious scribes in the crowd are amazed that
Jesus forgave the man his sins, ...and
challenged conventional wisdom that the man
deserved his fate.!

!
!

I prefer Mark's account because it places the
house at Capernaum...and thus probably
refers to the location as Peter's Family
Compound which was located there.!
I've been to Capernaum...the ruins are quite
well defined and excavated. It looks like a small village of maybe 50 homes but it sat on
the main road and had a well developed pier for fishing commerce. Jesus knew how to
pick his spots. The later Gospel writers lost the significance of 'where' the event took
place.!

!

Late in the first century a.d. the Jews in Capernaum built a wonderfully ornate
synagogue which is still partially standing today. This indicates a strong Jewish faith
community in Capernaum --which is further backdrop to those in the house that day
questioning Jesus. It is believed that this ornate synagogue rests on an earlier
synagogue which Jesus would have used.!

!

Most of the houses in Capernaum were built next to each other using common stone
walls between them. This may explain why the friends could so easily get to the roof.
They may only have needed to step up on their own roof and over to Peter's roof. But
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why couldn’t they get down the access ladder as many homes/roofs had in those days?
Apparently, Jesus wasn't sitting on that side of the room! In fact, some of these
Capernaum houses had open court areas in the center of the house.!

!

In looking at the surprisingly well-documented ruins of Peter's house in Capernaum, like
some others, I've concluded that there may have been 30 to 40 people crammed in the
house and flowing outside.!

!

One last interesting question:
Jesus had been living with Peter's family in a rather small town where everyone knew
everybody (in nearby towns too). Thus, Jesus probably had met the lame man before.
Why didn't Jesus heal the man earlier? Was it the action of the friends? The need to
teach the crowd something? We know Jesus didn't heal EVERYONE he met. He often
used healing to teach. Interesting!!

!

There's a photobubble of Capernaum and the synagogue in the Footsteps of Jesus CD.!
I've found that my students lock on to the story much better when the scene is describe
in detail and issues are raised.!

!
!
!

The Ten Lepers: Luke 17!
Background Information:!

!

1. This is one of the miracles of Jesus. !
In His miracles, Jesus points out to us, that sickness!
is not the result of sin and God’s wrath. Rather He !
uses miracles as an opportunity to demonstrate the !
Love and Power of God.!

!

2. Those who were healed by Jesus were lepers, !
one of the most dreaded diseases of the day. A !
leper must stand no closer than 50 yards to a !
healthy person and were expected to shout their presence at all times, so that others
might know they were near. If a leper thought his sickness had gone away, he must
present himself to a priest, who could declare him clean. In this story, Jesus told them to
go to the priest before they were healed. The healing took place on their way to see the
priest.!

!

3. This story points to Jesus caring for people who were outcasts in their society. The
Samaritans and Jews, who despised each other however, shared a common bond when
there was a disease such as leprosy. The healing of this Samaritan, by Jesus, tells us
that God’s love and power are to be shared by all humanity.!

!
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4. Gratitude is a main component of this event. All ten were anxious to be healed, but
only one was thoughtful enough to return and express his gratitude to Jesus.!

!
5. All 10 were cured, but the one who gave thanks was made whole.!
!

Note: Students at Gloria Dei have learned some of the history about the relationship
between the Jews and Samaritans in the previous rotation, “The Woman at the Well.”
When presenting this lesson, please help them recall this relationship to make a deeper
connection about God’s love being for all. !

!

From: Proclaim His Name to the Nations: Two Miracles for Two Faith-filled Persons!
This is the fifth of a series of rotation lessons for Silverdale United Methodist Church (SUMC) on the theme “Proclaim
His Name to the Nations...” written for September 2003, through May 2004 rotation Sunday school at SUMC. The
lesson material sometimes contains information and ideas posted on http://www.rotation.org by various other authors;
that material is available without copyright restrictions as long as credit is given to the original authors and it is not
used for commercial purposes. Gail Smith is the author of this present series of lessons for SUMC; resources are
listed in the “references” section.!

!
!

Centurion’s Servant!
Biblical Explanation and Background!
According to the New Compact Bible Dictionary, a “miracle”, in Biblical terms, is never
“magic,” but a work of God that demonstrates who God is for us. It is “an extraordinary
event, inexplicable in terms of ordinary natural forces” wholly dependent upon the will of
God.!

!

The miraculous healing of the centurion’s servant and of the Canaanite woman’s
daughter have many similarities and a few differences that teach us about faith and
about answered prayer. Without overwhelming our students with details, we can teach
some basic principles of faith and prayer from these miracles that clearly demonstrate
the goodness and love of God even to persons who were not part of God’s covenant
people, the Jews.!

!

Both the centurion and the Canaanite woman urgently sought Jesus for a person each
of them cared about. Although the centurion had Jewish friends who seemed to have
also pleaded with Jesus for him, both individuals were from non-Jewish cultures that
worshipped many gods rather than the one true almighty God. The centurion was
Roman, and the Canaanite (Syrophoenician) woman was Greek (Mark 7:26).!

!

In spite of each person’s cultural background, each one showed great faith in Jesus as
the Son of God. The Roman centurion showed his faith as he expressed understanding
of Jesus’ authority in both the physical and spiritual realm, saying, “I myself am a man
under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one,
‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” (Luke 7:8) He said
this after saying that Jesus need not come to his house to heal his servant; he knew
that just a word from Jesus would be sufficient.!
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!

Likewise, the Canaanite woman called Jesus “Lord” three times in the Matthew story.
First she said, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Matthew 15:22) Then she said,
“Lord, help me!” (Matthew 15:25) Finally she said, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” (Matthew 15:27) “Lord” means she!
believes Jesus has authority, and by calling him “Son of David”, she was saying that
Jesus was the promised Jewish Messiah, God’s Son in human flesh.!

!

Both the centurion and the Canaanite woman persisted in urgently requesting Jesus to
heal their loved one. It’s apparent that the centurion was concerned that Jesus might
not be willing to receive his request. Members of the synagogue in Capernaum told
Jesus the centurion deserved his attention: (Luke 7:4-5) “This man deserves to have
you do this, because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” Then again, as
Jesus approached the centurion’s home, he sent friends to say, (Luke 7:6) “Lord, don’t
trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.” He humbled
himself before Jesus, and he showed respect for the fact that Jesus, being Jewish,
would be considered ceremonially unclean if he entered the centurion’s house. The
Canaanite woman persisted in her request although Jesus told her twice that he came
first of all to the Jews.!
He seemed to reject her as he said, “First let the children eat all they want...for it is not
right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” (Luke 7:27) She, too,
humbled herself as she replied that the dogs eat the crumbs under the master’s table.!
Jesus commended each person for great faith. He said of the centurion, “I tell you, I
have not found such great faith even in Israel.” (Luke 7:9) He said of the Canaanite
woman, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” (Matthew 15:28) What
a commendation to receive from the Lord; not only an answer to prayer for an urgent
need, but also recognition of great faith!!
These events from the ministry of Jesus are unique in that they were miraculous
answers to prayer for non-Jewish persons who expressed faith in Jesus. It appears that
all or most of the other miracles recorded in the gospels were done to Jewish believers.
Jesus’ promise for us that “the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name” (John
16:23) is for all who believe in Jesus for forgiveness of sin and in whom the Holy Spirit
dwells. Jesus says it is both our right and our responsibility to pray in faith and to expect
God to answer.!

!

He teaches us to be persistent in our praying, like the widow woman who kept asking
the unjust judge for justice. (Luke 18:2-7) Matthew 7:7 says to “ask, seek and knock.”
That’s persistence, like the persistence of the Canaanite woman. God answers us in His
perfect wisdom at the perfect time. Sometimes we receive an immediate “yes” or “no” to
our prayers, but often we must patiently wait, persistently ask, and honor God with faith.
Faith is “being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (Hebrews
11:1)!

!
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Jesus also teaches us that God expects us to be in right relationship to Himself and in
right relationship to other people before our prayers will be answered. If we ask selfishly,
God will not answer; we are not putting Him first in that case. “When you ask you do not
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your
pleasures.” (James 4:3) The Lord’s Prayer includes the need to be forgiven as well to
forgive anyone who has offended us; “forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven our
debtors.” (Matthew 6:12)!

!

God promises to answer according to what is best for us and according to what will give
Him glory when we ask in faith. “Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his
commands and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name
of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.” (I John 3:21 –
23)!

!

Jesus said the faith of children is honored; faith and obedience in humility before God
from a loving heart are what God wants. So Jesus said in Matthew 18:3-4, “I tell you the
truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.” We must encourage our children to exercise their faith in God
as they practice persistent, Holy Spirit directed prayer.!

!

The Story: The healing of the centurion’s servant!
In the time when Jesus was alive in Israel there was a great foreign army ruling the
land. The Roman emperor, called “Caesar”, was king over the kings and authorities in
Israel, and he enforced Roman law through the powerful Roman military. Jesus was
living in a conquered land; Roman soldiers were everywhere, especially in the cities.!
Jesus liked to visit in the little city of Capernaum, on the north shore of beautiful Lake
Galilee. The people there were friendly, and Jesus had friends and followers there.
Once he stayed at Peter’s house in Capernaum and healed Peter’s mother-in-law of a
fever. (Matthew 8:14- 15) However, that happened after Jesus had healed the
centurion’s servant.!

!

The centurion was a fairly powerful and well-to-do Roman officer. He had authority over
one-hundred soldiers, and he was himself under the authority of the leader of the
“legion” of 60 groups of 100 soldiers, so he was one of 6000 men under the chief of the
legion. This particular centurion in Capernaum loved the Jewish people. We don’t know
why; perhaps a Jewish person had shown him great kindness, or maybe he was one of
the foreigners who earnestly sought to know the one true God of Heaven, the God of
the Jews.!

!

Since this centurion loved the Jewish people he decided to do a kindness to them. The
little city of Capernaum had a very dilapidated Jewish worship place, the synagogue.
When he found out the synagogue needed major repairs, the centurion gave the
leaders of the congregation the money they needed to do the work. They were very
grateful to him, and they thought well of him.!
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!

The centurion, being fairly well off financially, had servants working for him at his house.
We don’t know anything about whether or not the centurion had a family, nor do we
know anything about his servant or servants, but we do know that he cared about his
servants.!

!

One day a servant he cared very much for became very sick, so sick that it seemed he
would soon die. When the men at the synagogue heard about the servant’s sickness,
they came to the centurion, their friend. They told him about the man called Jesus who
had been healing people and doing miracles. The centurion thought to himself, “This
man must be the Son of God. I wonder if he would heal my servant who is so ill?” The
friends said, “We will ask Jesus to come and help you. We’ll tell him how much you
have helped us, and how you care for our people.” The friends came to Jesus, and they
told him about the centurion and about his very sick servant. They said the centurion
needed and deserved Jesus’ help, and Jesus listened to them and went with them.!
Before they got to the centurion’s house, the centurion sent a messenger to Jesus. He
knew Jesus would be considered “unclean” if he stepped inside the house of a
foreigner, a Roman soldier. He also believed that Jesus, the Son of God, was under
God’s authority, just as he was under the authority of Caesar. And just as he
commanded men under himself, he believed that Jesus, the Son of God, commanded
the forces of heaven and earth, so Jesus could heal his servant no matter where he
was. His friends told Jesus that the centurion said, “Just say the word, and my servant
will be healed.”!

!

Jesus was amazed when he heard these words. No one else in the crowd of disciples
and other people around him had expressed such faith. He replied, “I tell you, I have not
found such great faith even in Israel.” (Luke 7:9) When the men returned to the
centurion’s house, they found the servant up and doing his job. He was completely well,
just as the centurion, in faith, had said he would be.!

!
!
!

The Blind Man: John 9:1-12!
Background Information!
As Jesus walked along, He noticed a man that had !
been blind from birth. Back in biblical times it was !
common for people to believe illness was a result of !
sin. So, the disciples questioned Jesus saying, !
“Master, why is this man blind? Was it because of !
his sins? Or is he blind because of the sins of his !
parents?”!
Jesus answered, “Neither. He was not born blind because of his sins or of the sins of his
parents. He was born blind so that the great works of God could be displayed through
him.!
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And then Jesus spat on the ground and made mud with His saliva. He spread it as an
ointment onto the blind man’s eyes. Jesus told the blind man to go and wash in the Pool
of Siloam – which means ‘Sent.’ !

!

So the man went and washed and came back seeing! Those that knew the man were
amazed. Some couldn’t believe it. They started to question whether this was really the
same man. They said, “You look like the blind man that begged for food and money –
but it can’t be! Are you he? How can this be?” And the man said, “I am the same man.
Jesus made mud and smoothed it over my eyes. I was told to wash in the Pool of
Siloam. I did and I can see! What a miracle!”!
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